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Evangelism  Conf .  kicks  off  January  18 


from  a  variety  of  mission  special¬ 
ties  is  slated  for  the  2009 
Mississippi  Baptist  State 
Evangelism  Conference  on  January 
18-20  at  First  Church,  Clinton. 

'I'm  excited  about  the  lineup  of 
speakers.  These  men  have  some¬ 
thing  to  say,  based  on  their  lives 
and  their  ministries,"  said  Don 
Lum,  director  of  evangelism  for  the 
Mi*  sissippi  Baptist  Convention 
Baird  (MBCB).  "They  should 
ap|Htal  to  a  wide  cross-section  of 
Mississippi  Baptists  * 

The  conference  will  begin  at  6 
p.m.  on  January  18  with  praise  and 
wceship  followed  by  keynote 


Speakers  will  indude  Blackaby  and 
Pascagoula  native  Michael  Catt,  pastor  of 


in  Alb«y:  feT.  TTw  Mississippi  College  ana  the  Mississippi  Wayne  Mud^n  at  complin  ^nn« 
on  begta  anSo^m!  w'ithclx^d^ilton  W^ofmore  information  on  the  bivocation- 

- .  So,, stt. 


Also  planned  for  the  conference  are  a  Holloway  u^heFastoru^aoersnip 
Senior  Adult  Rally  horn  &30-1130  a  m.  on  Development  DepatitojmU^, 

January  20,  a  meeting  erf  die  Conference  of  530,  Jackson  MS  39205-0530.^Telephone. 
Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelists  (COMBE),  (601)  845-2107.  E-mail:  bivotdrt  aol.com. 
and  a  bivocational  ministers  meeting.  For  more  information  on  die  State 

There  is  no  charge  for  any  of  the  activ-  Evangelism  Conference,  contartl^m  in 
i ties  associated  with  the  Evangelism  the  Evangehsm  Department,  MBCB  PO. 

vations  are  neces-  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
not  be  available.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3278  or  toll-free 
sources  will  pro-  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext  278. 
ore  for  attendees.  E-mail:  jellis#mbcb.org. 
ion  on  the  Senior  The  Mississippi  Baptist  State 
:  Evangelism  Conference  is  supported 

_ _ _ i  annually  by  gifts  to  the  Mississippi 

Family  Ministry  Cooperative  Program. 


Research  in  Nash  vide  and  LifeWay  missiol- 
ogist  in  residence.  The  title  of  his  session  is 
Comeback  Churches. 

•  Frank  Cox,  senior  pastor  of  4,600- 
member  North  Metro  Church  in  Atlanta. 

The  title  of  his  session  is  Evangelistic 
Invitations. 

•  Forrest  Sheffield,  senior  pastor  of 

Harrisburg  Church,  Ttipelo.  The  title  of  his  sary.  Childcare  will  not  be  available. 
sCssionTsILvival  Preparation  UfeWay  Chr*s1 &an 

The  conference  will  reconvene  at  2:45  vide  an  on-site  bookstore  for  attendees, 
p.m.  on  January  19  to  hear  Stetzer  and  Don  For  more  information  on  the  Senior 
Wilton,  a  former  Mississippi  Baptist  church  Adult  Rally,  contact  Glenn  Shows,  senior 
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LA.  {and  Southern  Baptist  pastor]  Rick 
Warren  to  deliver  the  invocation  at  his 
inauguration  next  Tuesday  hie  inflamed  a 
lot  of  raw  nerves  and  exposed  some  people 
for  who  they  really  are.  • 

Warren,  a  graduate  of  Southwestern  Kolbert, 
Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth  and  pastor  of 
Saddleback  Church  in  Lake  Forest,  Ca., 
apparently  committed  the  ulti- 
■H|  mate  offense  against  homosexu- 


nished  the  view  that  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual  won  him  tl 
and  transeender  Americans  have  a  place  at  majonty  or 
vour  table."  ,  *°  J***  ' 

Solosnonese  was  joined  by  Kathryn  ground  on 
iresident  of  People  for  the  credit,  he 
American  Way,  who  sniffed,  is  a  grave  that  Episcc 

disappointment  to  learn  that  pastor  Rick  New  Ham] 
Warren  will  give  the  invocation  at  the  mau-  tedly  non-c 
guratkm  of  Barack  Obama."  Her  group  is  lover  that  h 
promoting  a  petition  to  Obama  that  reads  this  count 
m  part,  "Rev.  Warren  was  a  poor  choice  to  Commuruo 
lead  the  invocation  due  to  his  long  history  invocation 
sex  of  hateful,  divisive  rhetoric  on  important  Inaugural 
cultural  and  dvil  rights  issues."  be  had  at  i 

to  calling  on  the  news  media  to  investi-  prior  to  the 
the  gate  Warren's  actions,  Neil  Giuliano,  presi-  5o,  this 
dent  of  tiie  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  movement 
Against  Defamation  (GLAAD)  posited,  "tolerance 
For  that  "Media  outlets  have  a  responsibility  to  radical  res 
scrutinize  Ride  Warren’s  history  of  using  must  come 
his  powerful  platform  to  advance  anti-gay  for  the  sal 
seen  by  rhetoric  and  prevent  loving  couples  from  ance  will  s 
ups  who  being  able  to  take  care  of  and  be  response  on  tire  oth 
the  con-  We  for  one  another."  ^5?  ,* 

Openly  homosexual  U.S.  come  then 
it  to  the  Congressman  Barney  Frank  of  to  condem 
lomonese,  Massachusetts,  who  once  professed  sur-  while  they 
prise  that  a  homosexual  prostitution  ring  _  Today,  i 
was  being  run  out  of  his  Washington,  Tomorrow 
D.C.  residence,  also  weighed  in. 

"1  am  very  disappointed  by  President¬ 
elect  Barack  Obama's  decision  to  honor 
Reverend  Rick  Warren  with  a  prominent 


Editor's 

Notebook 


ats  when  Ire  'campaigned  for 
Proposition  8,  therealifomia  ini¬ 
tiative  on  last  fall's  ballot  that 
successfully  outlawed  same 
marriage  in  that  state. 

While  promoting  Prop  8, 
Warren  said  he  is  against 
redefinition  of  marriage 
demanded  by  militant  homo¬ 
sexual  rights  groups.  For  that 
unforgivable  act,  the  president's 
invitation  to  War  ten  to  pray  at 
the  inauguration  was 
homosexual  rights  gro 
supported  Obama  as 
summate  betrayal. 

"Let  me  get 
point,"  said  }» 

_ _i  of  tire  Human  R  „ 

of  the  moat  radical  national  groups  agi 
ig  for  special  rights  for  practitioners  o! 
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role  in  his  inauguration.  Religious  leaders 
obviously  have  every  right  speaiBMl  in 
opposition  to  anti-discrimination  mea¬ 
sures,  even  in  tire  degrading  terms  that 
Rev.  Warren  has  used  with  regard  to  «pne- 
sex  marriage.  But  that  does  not  cooler 


who  do  wrong,  that  do  not  fet¬ 
ter  our  right  to  speak  freely 


Guest  Opinion 


to  our  right  to  sj 
and  that  recognize 
tional  strength  and 
of  biblical  marriage. 

•  that  we  would  be  willing 
to  make  the  necessary  hard 
choices  and  become  a  part  of 
the  solution  to  the  troublesome 
problems  we  face  as  a  nation 
and,  that  as  churches  and 
Christians,  we  would  be  partic¬ 
ularly  sensitive  to  those  who 
are  struggling  and  defenseless; 

•  that  we  would  put  our 

Paul  sought  to  underscore  Gospel  witness.  We  can,  and  faith  in  God.  not  in  man's  plans 
the  fact  that  proper  conduct  must,  disagree  without  being  or  government  programs, 
within  the  body  of  Christ  disrespectful.  .  . 

includes  praying  for  and  If  we  are  not  faithful  tn 

respecting  those  in  power  as  a  We  can  pray.  going  to  our  knees  in  interces 

primary  spiritual  civic  duty.  •  for  the  safety  of  President  sion  for  our  new  president 
Paul  was  well  aware  that  dur-  Obama  and  his  family,  that  and  other  national  leaders. 


Fray  for  our 
new  president 

By  Richard  Land ,  president 
Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Comm, 


Kmmy  McFaner,  Amory 
Biiife  Buckley,  Petal 
tames  8mh,  GuHport  . 
Archie  Memo,  Columbia 
Chris  Webb,  tadoun 


had  promotea  respect  for  the  those  who  wish  to  harm  him, 
state,  for  His  Kingdom  was  not  that  his  family  would  be  pro- 
primariiy  of  this  world.  Jesus  tected  and  bfessed,  that  they 
did  not  confront  the  Roman  would  always  trust  God  and 
state  directly,  but  taught  respect  know  His  Scriptures; 
for  the  civil  magistrate  •  that  our  president  and 
(Matthew  2231).  other  national  leaders  would 

It  is  likely  that,  as  with  every  look  to  God  for  His  wisdom  in 
person  who  has  occupied  the  dealing  with  the  difficult  issues 
White  House  in  our  lifetimes,  of  the  day; 
we  will  disagree  with  at  least  •  that  Christ  would  be  glori- 
some  of  President  Obama's  tied  by  the  decisions  made  in 
positions  on  soda!  and  moral  the  White  House,  the  Congress, 
matters.  If  we  contend  with  his  and  the  courts,  and  that  good 
decisions  with  bitterness  and  would  triumph  over  evil  in 
an  unflattering  spirit  we  run  every  policy  decision; 
the  high  risk  of  bringing  dis-  •  for  policies  that  ^yicouragv 
honor  on  the  name  of  Chnst.  moral  behavior  an®  attitudes. 
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TLW  carries  on  with 

NASHVILLE,  Tam.  (BP)  —  current  rate  of  6.7%.  Scone  lead- 
The  True  Love  Waits  (TLW)  absti-  ers  there  say  that  this  turnaround 
penoe-until-rnarriage  movement  has  literally  a  generaton. 


has  recorded  numerous  mile-  In  February  2009,  a  LifeWay 
stones  since  its  launch  by  team  will  spend  two  weeks  m 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the  Philippines  to  work  with  the 
ths  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  True  Love  Waits  movement  there 
The  first  True  Love  Waits  and  evaluate  possible  ways  to 
national  celebration  took  place  expand  in  that  country  as  well.  , . 

‘  in  July  1994,  when  more  than  This  spring,  adult  and  sttf-, 
210,000  covenant  cards  signed  dent  leaders  and  shapers  in  toe 
by  teens  were  displayed  on  the  sexual  abstinence  movement 
National  Mall  in  Washington,  will  consider  the  futiue  direc- 
D.C.  More  than  14  years  later,  tion  of  True  Love  Waite  for 
an  estimated  2.5  to  three  mil-  coming  generations.  While  toe 
lion  youth  have  signed  com-  message  of  True  Love  Waite 
mitment  cards  pledging  sexu-  remains  the  same,  youth  lead- 
al  purity  until  their  wedding  ers  and  parente  are  constantly 
day  —  and  that  number  con-  dvallengedin  the  most  effective 
tinues  to  grow  worldwide.  ways  to  communicate  with  stu- 
Hundrcds  of  thousands  of  dents  and  encourage  them  to 
commitment  cards  from  youth  maintain  their  commitment  to 
throughout  toe  world  have  abstinence  until  marriage, 
been  displayed  at  several  It  is  important  for  tourches 
events,  including  the  2004  to  realize  that  confronting  sexual 
Olympics  in  Athens.  More  than  issues  in  today's  world  requires 
100  organizations  have  adopt-  more  than  a  one-time  event  or 
ed  the  use  of  True  Love  Waits  to  emphasis.  Students  need  ongo- 
promote  sexual  abstinence.  ing  education  and  encourage- 
Despite  toe  progress,  much  ment  if  we  hope  to  continue  to 
work  remains  to  be  dcme.  True  make  progress  m  our  culture. 
Love  Waite  cofounder  Jimmy  ^Although  times  and  cul- 
Hester  said  of  the  youth-based  tutea' change,  God  s  plan  for 
international  campaign  that  sexual  purity  remains  ^  me 
utilizes  biblical  principles  and  samajfester  said JTrueLove 
positive  peer  pressure  to  Walts  ctjntinuesto  “^an  to'por- 
encourage  those  who  make  a  tant  tool  to  gmde  students  m 
commitment  to  refrain  from  living  byes  of  bibhcal  punty. 
premarital  sex  and  to  challenge  In  2004,  the  Heritage 
their  peers  to  do  the  same.  Foundation  released  a  study 

Hester  noted  that  the  United  indicating ;  that  abstinence r  pro¬ 
states  “still  has  one  of  the  high-  grams  su<±,  ™lts. 

world,  resulting  in  severe  eco-  study,  which  tracked  the  effects 
nomic  and  social  costs,  not  to  of  virginity  pledges  six  years 
mention  the  personal  pain  early  later,  round  that  young  women 
sexual  activity  places  upon  who  takes  virginity  pledge  are 
teenagers  and  their  families  -  at  least  40%  less  likely  to  Have  a 
Each  year  over  toe  life  of  child  out  of  wedlock  and  12 
True  Love  Waite,  the  ministry's  times  more  likely  to  be  virgins 
leadership  has  provided  when  they  marry,  compared  to 

*  themes  and  direction  for  young  women  who  do  not 
churches  to  help  students  live  make  such  a  pledge, 
their  lives  in  purity.  For  2009,  The  Heritage  Foundation 
LifeWay  has  released  a  gender-  findings  were  consistent  with  a 
appropriate  flipbopk,  2001  study  by  The  Amencan 

Complete:  A  Life  of  Punty,  that  Journal  of  Sociology  that 
can  be  used  by  youth  leaders  as  reported  teenagers  who  pledge 
a  Bible  study  tool  to  engage  shi-  to  remain  sexually  abstinent 
dents  in  conversation  about  toe  until  marriage  are  34%  less  Uke- 
moral  challenges  they  face.  ly  to  have  sex  than  those  who 
Later  this  year,  a  new  study,  do  not  pledge. 

Pure  Parenting:  Teaching  Your  Researchers  conducting  the 
Teen  Why  True  Love  Waite,  will  study  noted  the  delay  effect  is 
be  available  for  churches  to  use  "substantial  and  almost  impos- 
I  to  suDoort  parente  in  their  role  stole  to  erase.  The  pledge 
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aifc  resource  from  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  uses  a  un 
t  approach  —  the  guys' study  is  on  one  side  of  the  book  ant 
jdy  is  on  the  other  side.  The  resource  also  contains  a  he 
guide  to  start  conversations  and  stimulate  discussion  as 
small  group  study.  (BP  art) 


with  God  m  your  own  words: 

X.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.)  • 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.  ) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  me  rigfit  to  become 
children  of  Gc *1,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.  “  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
load  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


At  least  15  billion  people  in  more  than  220  countries  have  seen  the 
"Jesus  Film"  in  theaters,  on  television,  via  video,  and  by  watching 
16mm  reels  projected  onto  portable  screens,  sheets,  or  walls.  The 


International  Mission  Board  is  the  largest  single  group  using  the  him 
other  than  the  project's  own  workers. 


W.A.  Criswell  pastor.  First  Church,  Dallas,  and  R.G.  Lee,  pastor, 
Uevue  Church  Memphis,  will  be  the  two  principal  visiting  inspira- 
•nal  speakers  for  the  annual  State  Evangelistic  Conference  in 
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WAYTOGO, 
MISSISSIPPI  BAPTISTS! 

The  opening  line  of  A  Tale  of 
1  wo  Cities  by  Charles  Dickens  is 

most  appropriate  for 
Mississippi  Baptists  at  the  dose 

of  2008  and  foe  beginning  of 
2009:  “It  was  the  best  of  times;  it 
was  foe  worst  of  times."  While 
things  are  tough,  prices  are  up, 
jobs  are  do  wn,  and  foe  economy 
is  shaky,  Mississippi  Baptists 
have  continued  to  give  faithful- 


X.  V 

m mm 


Jim  Futrai,  executive  airector-treasum 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


IP)  GMW  WSEW  N  EQ  SJ, 
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of  our  Lord  Jesus.  Way  to  go, 
Mississippi  Baptists! 

What  does  that  phrase, 
"Way  to  go,"  mean?  Well, 
you  know  the  sense  and  the 
feeling  of  it.  It  is  used  to 
interpret  a  person's  actions  or 
achievements,  and  it  simply 
"wans  that  you  have  done  a 
good  job.  When  it  comes  to 


BMSG  JNRSW:  wFJGWV- 


budget.  The  regular  budget 
that  day-by-day  hinds  schools, 
seminaries.  North  American 
and  International  missions, 
church  plants,  and  childcare 
needs  was  $34,263,763.  Once 
that  amount  was  reached,  the 
money  went  to  the.  Challenge 
portion  of  foe  budget.  It  is  not 
just  overage,  but  it  is  dollars 
that  make  immediate  and  great 
impact.  The  2008  Challenge 
portion  was  divided  for  use  in 
the  follow  manner.  The  50% 


TMKU 


fives,  and  extreme  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  you  and  our  churches 


Clue: :  H  =>  D 


hon  to  you  ana  our  cnurcne 
across  the  state. 

The  Cooperative  Program  i 
the  lifeline  allowing  each  of  u 


v;,/. 


h  t  : 


Have  furs  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Btbie  tno wiedge.  A 
King  fames  Itracn  Bible  verse  has 
Been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
triai  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puzzle:  lohn  Eight:  forty  Six 


1 ; 


to  connect  to  thousands  of  min¬ 
istries  ami  evangelistic  endeav¬ 
ors  across  our  state  and  around 
foe  world.  Whether  it  is  a  child 
in  need,  a  church  in  crisis,  a  soul 
lost  in  the  darkness,  or  a  saint 
needing  direction,  your  faithful 
giving  is  pressing  on  toward 
meeting  those  needs.  The  rea¬ 
son  I  say  "Way  to  go  Mississippi 
Baptists!"  is  because  we  met  our 
budget  goal  and  then  beyond 
our  budget  $824*855  was  given 
to  foe  Challenge  portion  erf  the 


the  follow  manner.  The  50% 
Christian  Education  portion 
will  go  to  our  force  colleges 
divided  equally;  25%  will  go 
directly  to  foe  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for 
International  Missions;  and  25% 
will  be  used  in  evangelistic 
effort  in  foe  rebuilding  of  the 
Mississippi  Coast 

Thank  you  for  your  incredi¬ 
ble  support.  How  is  it  that  this 
has  taken  place  in  such  a  dire 
financial  situation?  I  would 
point  to  three  elements  that 
seem  to  be  at  work  among  us. 

The  first  is  the  positive  par- 


in  our  state  have  reduced  their 
giving  to  foe  Cooperative 
Pfogram,  others  have  remained 
strong  and  some  have  increased 
their  support  You  are  terrific, 
and  you  deserve  commenda¬ 
tion.  As  people  give  at  the  local 
level,  it  is  interesting  to  notice 
that  God's  people  give  out  of  a 
sense  of  commitment.  The  Lorn 
has  directed  in  this,  and  it  is  not 
just  locking  for  a  better  deal  on 
foe  latest  commodity. 

The  second  element  is  prudent 


business,  -  you  will  keep 
your  eyes  erf  faith  open,  you  will 
see  Him  doing  amazing  tilings 
for  good  in  the  worst  of  times 
As  we  move  into  2009,  cer¬ 
tainly  the  challenges  will  be 
before  us.  What  does  die  year 
hold?  No  guru  ort  the  planet 
knows  —  but  God  does,  io  we 
look  to  Him  confident  that f  i  the 
best  of  our  ability  Missis&ppi 
Baptists  will  continue  to  keep 
the  Lord,  His  work,  and  a  world 
in  need  on  our  hearts  and  in  our 
giving.  Regardless  of  what  is 
ahead,  we  will  face  the  future  in 
faith  and  with  a  commitment  to 
do  the  Lord's  will.  Way  to  go, 


The  author  cm  be  contacted  at 
jfutraHSmbcborg. 


ticipation  of  our  churches  and 
then  members  to  touch  a  world 


for  Christ.  While  many  church¬ 
es  across  the  country  and  some 


m. 


took  steps  that  would  be 
thoughtful  related  to  our  stew¬ 
ardship.  Let  me  briefly  explain. 
When  Katrina  hit,  we  had 
already  put  in  place  a  budget 
that  would  show  an  increase  and 
growth,  but  in  wisdom  tire 
Budget  Committee  scrapped 
that  plan  and  brought  a  budget 
to  Convention  messengers  for 
their  approval  that  was  flat  line 
—  the  same  as  the  yew  before. 
After  Katrina  and  l»er  disas¬ 
trous  wake,  we  gradually 
increased  the  budget  about  one 
pefoent  per  year;  which  allowed 
us  not  to  be  overwhelmed. 

The  tkird  element  is  the  prov¬ 
idential  prordsiomof  God.  lam 
convinced  that  God  blesses 
those  who  Wess  His  work.  How 
He  goes  about  doing  that  -  His 


CANARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
Braxton.  M&s.,  accepting  application 
until  January  30,  2009,  for  both  full  time 
and  bi-vocaffcnal  pastor.  Please  send 
resumes  to  Calvary  Bapttist  Chun  k  P,(  > 

| 

needed:  Hillcresi  Baptist  Church. 
5950  Terry  Road,  Byram,  MS  39272  , 
601-372-0132-  Send  resume  to 

Jamie*hi4lsrestbyram.org, 


I  Terry  Re 


it  or  contact  j 


needed.  bed 

alt  services  and 
list  Church.  5950 
■n,  MS  39272, 1 
ML  Mail  resume  i 
3|feWlbyram,or*. 
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RCIA,  IS 
Minister  d  Musk 
...  is  located  in  Northwest 
and  has  an  average  worship 


Box  1267,  Chattwtxth. 
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ATS  mom 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  —  With  she  «ud  are  lus  rare  qualities  utd 
four  older  children,  Pam  Tebow,  whose  how  he  has  become  Known  as  being 
father  was  an  Army  colonel,  was  used  to  "  unusually  kind  m  spite  of  his  corn- 
setting  boundaries,  issuing  orders,  and  petitive  nature  on  tlie  football  held 

choosing  her  battles  by  the  time  Miracle  child 

TimmyM  was  bom  at  1987.  ,  .  . 

No  worries,  though.  Tim  Tebow,  Livmg  in  the  Phihppmes  as  missionar- 

the  21-year-old  University  of  Florida  ies,  Fam  and  rverhi^and  Bob,  who  now 
quarterback  and  the  first  sophomore  heads  the  Bob  Tebow  Evangelistic 
to  win  the  Heisman  Trophy,  has  been  Association,  had  been  told  the  baby  she 
"obedient  and  teachable  and  kind,"  was  canymg  needed  to  be  aborted 
according  to  his  mom.  because  she  had  complications  due  to 

The  proud  mom  and  other  members  mediation  used  for  an  amocba  mfectray 
of  the  Tebow  dan  were  in  Miami's  "They  didn't  recommend;  they  didn  t 
Dolphin  Stadium  a  few  weeks  ago  to  really  give  me  a  choice,  Pam rebo™ 
watch  the  Gators  win  their  second  "That  was  the  only  option  they  gave  me. 
national  championship  in  three  years.  ^Attjw  same  toe  dod^weretel^ 
Tebow  threw  two  touchdown  passes  her  to  have  an  abortion.  Bob  Tebow  had 
and  was  named  the  game's  offensive  been  out  Poaching  in  the  held.  was 

mMvahMbleplayK.  . . S.!g*g**iSb^a3L?l*» 

"It  came  as  a 
that  when  we  to 


"'Lord,  if  you  give  us  another  son, 
then  we'U  raise  him  to  be  a  preacher,' 
Pam  Tebow  recalls  her  husband  pray¬ 
ing.  With  four  little  children  and  their 

Earents'  heads  bowed,  the  Tebow 
imily  prayed  for  a  miracle. 

"We  all  prayed  for  Timmy  by 
name,"  Pam  Tebow  said.  "It  was  a 
very  serious  prayer.  We  prayed  that 
Goa  would  give  us  a  Timothy. 

"It  was  just  ama  '  ^ - 
hiov  but  we  knew 

his  life,"  she  said.  "We  all,  through  all 
these  years,  have  told  Timmy  that. ' 
Tebow  said  she  and  her  husband 
^**M*Zr* ulS5  have  told  aHtoftheir  children  they  are 
as  a  student  at  the  university."  special  and  God  has  a  special  plan 
fie  the  story  about  how  Tim  for  their  lives.  Tim  s  situation,  howev- 
idn't  make  it  into  this  world,  er,  was  more  intense  because  of  the 
sealed  the  origins  of  what  less^ctable  outo^w^  ^  ^  ^ 


that  he 


•am  Tebow 


TRAIN  UP  A  CHILD  —  Tim  Tebow,  the  youngest  of  five  children  5*ee*jJ***'f  ** 
a  boy  with  his  mother),  was  taught  biblical  lessons  at  ayoune  age  — but  children 
still  have  choices  to  make,"  his  mother  says  today.  Tim  Tebow  recently  led  toe 
University  of  Florida  football  team  to  claim  their  second  national  championship 
in  three  years.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  thertebow  family)  _ _ 


Hfchand  on  Education, leadership  "That  doesn't  mean  you  re  not  kind 

In  toe  Tebow  home,  all  five  children  and  tolerant  to  them,  but  it  means  yew 
were  homeschooled  by  Pam  Tebow,  who  firmly  believe  in  what  you  re  doing  and 
graduated  with  a  degree  in  journalism  the  cause  that  you  re  fighting  tor. 
from  the  University  of  Florida.  The  fam-  Citing  Tim’s  strong  faito  in  Jesus 
ilv  left  the  Philippines  and  moved  to  Christ,  Pam  Tebow  said  she  and  her 
Jacksonville  in  1990  when  Tim  was  three,  husband  have  discussed  their  son  s 
Bob  Tebow,  a  graduate  of  the  leadership  ability  and  concluded  he 
University  of  Florida  and  Western  reminds  them  of  the  late  Homer 
Seminary  in  Portland,  Or.,  expanded  his  Lindsay  Jr.,  who  co-pastored  First 
ministry  to  toe  Philippines  which  now  Church,  Jacksonville,  FI.,  where  many 
includes  short-term  and  summer  mis-  of  toe  family  are  still  members, 
sion  trips,  an  orphanage,  a  boat  min-  "You  don't  have  to  be  always  the 
istry,  and  supervising  a  staff  of  45  loudest  person  to  be  a  leader,  Pam 
Filipino  national  evangelists.  Tebow  said. 

Tim  played  football  for  Nease  High 
School  in  Ponte  Vedra,  but  did  not  actu-  Missuuw 

ally  attend  classes  there.  Because  of  a  Tun  has  played  football  in  sold-out 
law  tiie  Florida  Legislature  passed  in  the  stadiums  and  hes  pulled  in  scores  ot 
1990s  allowing  homeschoolers  to  play  awards  for  ms  afotetiosmwhich  began 
sports,  various  versions  of  "Tim  Tebow*  at  aee  five,  but  beyond  thathessoft- 
buls  have  been  proposed  in  other  states  ened  the  hearts  of  thousands  who  have 
to  allow  homeschooled  students  to  par-  Apod  to  hear  him  share  the  sunpfe  mes- 

•ttiaffMSS'aj*  **  -Me 

families  make  for  their  own  children's  he  was  visiting  with  inmate's, 
schooling,  Pam  Tebow  said  she  In  the  Phibppmes,  Jim  once  spoke  to 
believes  nomeschooling  provided  her  a  group  of  10,000  students  m  Digos, 
children  security  in  toe  sense  that  Mindanao,  during  a  summer  missions 
they  were  not  constantly  evaluated  trip.  His  mom  said  he  has  gone  on  the 
against  other  children  academically.  trips  annually  smee  he  J**rne“, 

"You're  not  in  school  where  people  something  all  of  the  Tebow  children 
are  going  to  put  you  down,  either  looked  forward  to  while  growing  up. 
because  you  don't  read  as  fast  as  some-  "I  think  being  able  to  articulate  the 
body  el*  or  you  made  a  'C'  on  your  Gospel  clearly  and  his  ability  to  speak 
paper,  but  they  made  an  'A.'  That  didn't  in  front  of  people  and  to  people  was 
happen  in  our'home,  so  that  breeds  secu-  really  a  by  -product  of  those  summer 
ritv.!.  people  aren't  negative  about  any-  mission  trips,  she  said, 
thing  you  do  You  are  given  the  opportu-  "He  knows  all  those  little  boys  wear- 

nities  to  grow  at  the  rate  God  has  Wnd-  ing  number  15  jerseys  are  washing  him 
ed  for  you  to  grow  at  in  certain  areas."  Pam  Tebow  said.  Weve  talked  withal 
Secure  people  use  leadership  to  influ-  of  our  children  that  God  would  give  them 
ence  other  people  "for  cause,"  Pam  each  platforms  to  use  for  Him  and  you  re 
Tebow  said,  noting  Tim  takes  his  role  as  always  influencing  somebody.  You  re 
leader  seriously.  Tie's  not  peer  depen-  either  influencing  them  for  good  or  not  so 
dent.  He's  not  depending  on  his  bud-  good  and  so  it's  your  choice 
dies  and  what  theyare  doing.  He's  able  She  doesn  t  Hesitate  to  remind  her 
to  stand  alone.  son  to  whom  much  is  given,  much  is 

"I  think  that's  another  quality  for  a  required.  "I'm  not  saying  he  s  perfect, 
leader,  that  you  have  to  stand  alone,  Tebow  emphasized  graciously.  I  never 
in  your  belief  system,  you  have  to  be  want  to  insinuate  that  —  none  of  us  are. 
ready  to  take  a  stand  and  not  be  as  That's  why  we  need  Chmt  but  we  re 
concerned  if  the  person  next  to  you  grateful  that  he's  feen  able  to  maintain 
believes  a  little  differently.  his  convictions  and  his  strength. 
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community.  Shown  are  the 


6.  CWJC,  Philadelphia 


8.  Bovine  Church 


January  15, 2009 


1,  Moak's  Creek  Church, 
Lincoln  County,  held  a 
baby  dedication  Nov.  27. 
Shown  are  pastor  Micheal 
Alexander;  Ashlyn  Kate 
Hall  daughter  of  Stuart 
and  Sarabeth  Hall;  Raylee 
Claire  Price,  daughter  of 
Wade  and  Briana  Price;  and 
Andrew  Maddox  Kreuget 
sone  of  Patrick  Kreuger  and 
Lori  Brown. 


Stronghope  Church, 
Wesson,  held  its  annual 
children  s  Christmas  party 
Dec.  6.  The  children  and 
muth  dplivpwd  over  40 


3,  Crystal  Springs  Church 


. 


7.  Note  burning,  Gracewood  Church 


4.  Hillcrest  Church  youth 


Thf.  Basust  Record 


3.  The  Mission  Friends  and 
Children  in  Action  from 
Crystal  Springs  Church, 
Tylertown,  collected  and 
delivered  canned  foods  for 
the  Walthall  County  Food 
Pantry  as  a  Christmas  mis¬ 
sion  project.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

4.  Approximately  50  youth 
from  Hillcrest  Church, 
New  Albany,  visited  the 
North  Delta  Association 
center  Oct.  11  and  cleaned, 
sorted  food  and  clothing, 
and  did  other  work.  Shown 
are  die  participants. 

5.  Tangipahoa  Church, 
Summit,  licensed  Jamie 
Matthews  to  the  ministry 
Dec.  28.  Shown  are  Zack, 
Kristi  and  Jamie  Matthews 
and  pastor  Mike  Morris. 

6.  The  Christian  Women's 

Job  Corp,  Philadelphia, 
rewarded  four  ladies  their 
certificates  of  completion 
for  their  participation  in  the 
16- week  Jobs  tor  Life  pro¬ 
gram.  The  study  deals  with 
the  whole  person  to  help 
restore  and  motivate  them 
toward  a  Christian 

approach  to  work  and  life. 
Shown,  from  left,  are  Betty 
High,  Chris ti  Alien,  Sandra 
Howington,  and  Patricia 
Thornton. 

7.  Gracewood  Church, 
Southaven,  burned  a 
mortgage  note  in  the  first 
worship  service  of  2009, 
retiring  the  debt  on  their 
property  in  12  months. 
Shown  are  participants  in 
the  note  burning. 

8.  The  children's  choir,  of 
Bovina  Church,  Vkksburg, 
presented  the  Christmas 
program  The  Next  Nod. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 
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NURSES  NEEDED 


AT  GARAYWA 

CAMP  AND  CONFERENCE  CENTER 


We  couldn’t  make  it  through  me  summer  without 
nurses  to  help  care  for  our  hundreds  of  campers!  If 

_ |  you  know  of  nurses  (RN,  LPN,  or  retired  nurses)  in 

mr  church  ™  who  could  serve  one  or  more  weeks  (Monday-Friday)  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  at  Camp  Garaywa,  please  contact  _ 

Harms  at  •00-748*1 Ml,  ext.  318,  or  Cnmafl  at  sharmsOmhcb.oftl. 


and  their  leaders. 


April  3-5, 2009  , 
dorrison  Heights  BC,  Clinton 
(located  at  the  old  campus  on 
Morrison  Drive) 

Cost  $25 

Preregistration  required 
Registration  deadline:  March  9 

For  more  info,  contact  the 
Mississippi  wMu  at  601-292-3316, 
-800-748-1651  or  kredditt@mbcb.org 


Baptist 


1 


Children' s  Ministry  Pay 
in  Mississippi 

20ft  1W 

loving  Hearts  v  ^ 


ministry,  men’s  minist 
missions  leaders  of  Ar 


Mississippi  churches,  you 
can  join  thousands  of 
churches  from  coast  to 
coast  in  a  celebration  of 
children  doing  ministry! 


Visit  www.childrensm|ssioro.com 
to  leam  more  and  share  your 
Children's  Ministry  Day  (CMD)  stories. 

For  help  planning  your  CMD,  con¬ 
tact  Tammy  Anderson  or  Robin  Keels 
in  the  MS  wMu  at  1  -800-748-1 651 . 


Elaine  Helms 

Kevin  Meador 

iffF  MEntor-Mi**ionw 
Saturday,  January  17 

930  am.  -  2:30  p.m. 

( ?  :7  State  Prayer  Summit 

Prayerwaik,  Worship  Celebration,  Prmp^Sessions 
and  Worship  Prayer  Core**! 

+  Pf 

“Pray-over  Clinton* 

9:00  a.m.  Begins 

Morrison  Heights  BC 

10:15  am.  Return  to  church  if 

1030  Worship  Celebration 

11:45  Lunch  > 

{$6  preregistrafon  form  at  www.mbcb.ofg) 

1230  p.m.  Prayer  Sessions 

onrtor  women  4  one  for  men 


9:00  a.m. 

10:15  am. 

1030 

11:45 

1230  p.m. 


t  Kathy  Burns: 


March  1 7, 2009 
8:30  a.m-3  p.m. 

Parkway  Baptist  Church 

802  North  Frontage  Road,  Clinton 

For:  pastors,  staff  members,  building 

committees,  long-range  planning 
committees,  business  administrators  and 
maintenance /property  personnel . 


ym  -ft? 


CONFERENCES  INCLUDE 

•  UfeWay  Church  Architecture 

•  Construction  Issues  (Small  Church) 

•  Construction  Issues  (large  Church) 

•  RenoMbnlRedesign  Issues 

•  (Mftes.  Regulation,  Inspections,  Asbestos,  Etc. 

•  Construction  Method:  Partnering 

•  Keeping  0m  Church  Informed 
•ihnstructum  Method :  AnhitectKhntractor 

•  Construction 

• Building  Program  budget.  Costs,  Etc 

•  Banks  and  Lending  Institutions 

For  more  information,  contact  the 

or 


•  Bonds  Program 

•  Stewardship  Campaigns:  Challenge  to  Build 

•  Financing  Your  Church  Construction  Project 

•  Pastor/Staff  Leadership  tn  Building 
Campaign 

•  Multipurpose  Facilities 

•  Building  Construction  Committees : 

Selection  St  Training 

•  Public  Relations  and  Communication 

•  Construction  Method:  Design  Build 

•  Insurance  and  Building  Projects 

•  Legal  Issues  in  Church  Building  and  Property 

•  Technology  and  Lighting  Issues 

•  Acoustics/Sound  Issues 

•  Multipurpose  Facility  Flooring, 

Which  is  Best  fin  Your  Church? 


•  Volunteers  in  Construction  Missions  Project 

•  Master  Piannins 

•  Crime  Prevention  for  Houses  ofWorship 

•  Construction  Method:  Self -Performance 

•  Pre-Engineemd  Metal  Buildings 

•  Education  Space  (Youth.  Adult,  Childrm) 

.  Preschool  Children  Space 

•  Worship  Space 

•  17  Design  Tends  in  Recreation  and 
Sports  Facilities 

•  Interior  Design 

•  Relocation  and  Community  in  Transition! 
Relocation  Issues 

•  Crime  Avoidance  Approaches  for 
Individual  Pastors 

•  Construction  Method:  Draftsman 


Pastor/Leadership  Development  Department  at  601-29— -2305, 1-800-/48-1651 
tancdonneilffmbch.org  or  kgordonfftnbcb.org  _ _ _ _ 
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March  1 


Thursday,  February  18 
Glade  Baptist  Church,  laurel 


r~  mwh»»  «Ki 


impa mento  pai 
spank:  Women 


Find  Hope  Singles’  Conference 

Sa  t  a 


rday,  January  24,  2009 


or  £  -matf  cTl 


_ 


«W*f  f*W»!}y  MMi 


Soturdoy,  March  7 

FBC,  latffti 

ion  Mumlhower 
10:00  am.  -  2:00 
$5  {locked#*  tafechj 


February  27-28,  2009 
Ridgecrest  BC,  Madison 
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COST  $150 

For  registration 
information,  please 
contact  M8CB 
Conference  Office 
at  (601 1  292-3216. 


•  Achwj^teyFtaMng^ 


MI5SI55IPPI 
KIDS'  C/AMP 


FAMILY 
e**«tIFB 
CONFERENCES 

7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 

limdjyr  Nbniory  17 
FBC,  Leakesville 

601-649-5710 

•  1-2-3  Magic,  Christian  Parenting  by 
Chris  Webb,  FBC,  Jackson 

•  Finances  in  the  Family,  by  Jerry  Mixon, 

Stewardship  Director,  MBCB 

» - i  —  «* - «-  e 

HiiMMje  iworcn  « 


662-656-2301 

•  Love  Languages  of  the  Family 

by  Glenn  Shows,  Family  Consultant,  MBCB 

•  Finances  in  the  Family  by  Jerry  Mixon, 
Stewardship  Director,  MBCB 


I-WO-74S-1&51.  act  2 78 


FOCUSING  ON  KINGDOM  ESSENTIALS 

A  conference  for  congregational  leaders  seeking 
spiritual  strength  and  refreshment  so  that  they  may 
serve  more  effectively  in  the  Kingdom  of  Christ. 


maT  aw,  xwt  Time:  9  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 
Temple  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 
Don  WUton  and  T.W.  Hunt  -  Keynote  Speakers 

Sponsored  by  Mississippi  Baptists 


it*.  2009  Missionary  Moments 
Prayer  Guide 

Order  your  free  guide  now  (while  supplies  last) 

by  calling  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  347,  or  601-292-3347. 
Books  will  be  shipped  postage  paid. 

(A  STEWARDSHIP  AND  CP  PROMOTION) 


MISS  LAURA  WINGO 

Parents:  Floyd  &  Sylvia 
South  America 


STATE  MINISTRY 


3/6/95 

MISS  ERIN  DEMARS 

Parents:  Guy  &  Cindy 
West  Africa 

3/11/00 

Miss  Emma  Grace  Roberts 

Parents:  Marty  &  Suzanne 
Central  &  Eastern  Europe 

3/11793 

Miss  Hanna  C 

Parents:  J.  &  M. 

Restricted 

3/17/03 

Miss  Emma  Grace  Epps 

Parents:  Aaron  &  Tiffany 
South  America 


Encourgage 
an  MK  with  a 
birthday  greeting 


3/28/03 


Miss  Emma  Worthy 

Parents:  Charlie  &  Shannon 
Western  Europe 

3/28/92 

Miss  Heather  Beaman 

Parents:  Brad  &  Lenora 
Restricted 

3/31/93 

Miss  Grace  Holyfieid 

Parents:  Michael  &  Patsy 
Central  &  Eastern  Europe 


3/24/89 

Miss  Robyn  Kyzer  - 

Parents:  RusseV  &  Melinda 
Middle  America  &  Caribbean 


fFORStCURm  cardstmil  be  forwarded.  Please  send  all  to:  Child's  name, 
Parent’s  name,  MBCB  wMu  MK  Birthdays,  PO  Box  530, 

Jackson 'MS  39205 

PLEASE  NOTE  Chunk  members  may  send  a  jwefege  of  cards  together 
cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  indiviihaillv  to  the  wMu. 
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Southern  *"-*■-*  ■—  — -  o - 

commencement  Dec.  12.  Graduates  with 
connections  include  Jonathan  W. 
Berry.  Crystal  Springs,  Master  of  Dignity; 
Mkart  D.  Carter  Blue  Mountain  College,  Ph.D; 
Kevin  R.  Cuthbertson,  HoBy  Springs,  Master 
of  Divinity;  and  James  G-  Hurt,  Hernando, 
Master  of  Divinity. 

Thirty  Blue  Mountain  College  students  and 
six  faculty  members  comprise  the  charter  class 
of  the  Alpha  Delta  Psi  Chapter  of  the  Kappa 
Delta  Pi  international  honor  society  for  educa¬ 
tion  mapr*.  The  36  charter  members  of  the 
BMC  Kappa  Delta  Pi  education  honor  society: 

STUDENTS  -  Heather  Bagwell,  Pontotoc, 
Angela  Birmingham,  Olive  Branch.  Angela 
Brown,  New  Albany;  Cinch/  Calvert  Pontotoc; 
Rita  Outer,  Ripley;  Scott  Cockrell,  Pontotoc, 
Sandy  Dill,  luka;  Laura  Fennell,  New  Albany; 


Tracy  Holland,  Vina,  Ala.;  Julie - - 

Shonda  Kiddy,  Hickory  Flat  Ben 
Tippiersville;  Berry  Lambert, 
Lindsey,  Port 


_ _ }  , _ ,  Rienzt 

IXOUICI  fcj un»WJf  Pontotoc  Barry  Mathews, 
Algoma;  Julia  Mattox,  Corinth;  Denise 
McAnally,  Booneville; 

Emily  Newell,  Pontotoc;  Ashley 
Reeder,  Thaxton;  Brandon  Smith,  Corinth; 
Jennifer  Smith,  Blue  Mountain;  Ronda 
Thompson,  New  Albany;  Laura  Vierheller, 
Hickory  Flat;  Suzanne  Watkins,  Potts 
Camp;  Hunter  Wilbanks,  Corinth, 
Rebekah  Wiseman,  New  Albany. 

FACULTY  -  Johnnie  Armstrong,  Blue 
Mountain;  Becky  Emens,  Saltillo;  Kay 
Matkins,  New  Albany;  Janice  Nicholson, 
Blue  Mountain;  Beverly  Moffitt,  Ripley; 
Rheta  Ann  West,  New  Albany. 
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NALERIGU,  Ghana  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  George  Faile 
III  was  just  eight  years  old 
when  he  started  tagging  along 
as  his  father  treated  patients  at 
Ghana's  Baptist  Medical  Centre 
50  years  ago. 

Young  Faile  saw  countless 
patients  with  malaria  or 
snake  bites,  but  instead  of 
seeking  professional  medical 
help  many  villagers  in 
Naierigu  visited  spint  doctors 
who  treated  ailments  with 
herbal  remedies,  libations, 
and  skin-cutting  rituals. 

Today,  Faile  -  who  serves  as 
medical  superintendent  of  the 
hospital  his  father  helped  start 
wim  the  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  -  has  seen  things 
change  not  only  medically  but 
spiritually.  People  are  more 
willing  to  seek  access  to  mod¬ 
em  medicine. 

Through  the  years  medical 
missionaries  nave  started 
more  than  70  churches  and 
continue  to  bring  news  of  the 
true  Healer. 

That  ministry  is  why 
Ghanaians  turned  out  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  hospital's  50th 
anniversary  this  rail.  Villagers 
from  all  over  northern  Ghana 
converged  for  a  weeklong  cel¬ 
ebration,  which  culminated  in 
a  grand  outdoor  event  that 
drew  3,000  people. 

*1  have  seen  Baptist  med¬ 
ical  facilities  all  over  the 
world,"  said  IMB  executive 


cent  ot  tuberculosis  patients 
recover  fully,  thanks  to  a 
villa 


celebrates  golden  anniversary 


. 


secluded  village  on  hospital 
grounds  where  patients  stay 
with  their  families  to  complete 
their  six-month  treatments. 

That  tuberculosis  recovery 
rate  is  at  least  10%  higher  Bum 
the  average  for  Ghana  and 
higher  than  nearly  every  other 
country  in  Africa,  according  to 
tiie  World  Health  Organization. 

Spiritually,  missionaries  ar.d 
medical  staff  have  brought 
countless  people  to  faith  and 
paved  the  way  for  other 
Christian  groups  to  start  work¬ 
ing  in  die  area  To  continue  the 
medical  center's  spiritual 
impact,  U.S.  churches  have 
made  long  term  commitments 
to  return  regularly  to  areas 
;  hospital 


around  the  hospital  that  are 
still  unreached  with  the  Gospel. 

Economically,  Naierigu  has 
flourished.  Faile  witnessed 
the  arrival  of  electricity,  tele¬ 
phones,  cars,  and  motorcy¬ 
cles.  He’s  watched  the  town 
swell  from  3,000  to  more  than 


10,000  people,  evidence  of 
development  he  doesn't  see  in 
other  villages  nearby. 

Government  officials  prais 


the  hospital  for  employing 
more  than  200  Ghanaians. 

"This  hospital  has  made  a 
huge  contribution  to  the 
human  resource  base  of  this 


has  served  in  a  more  challeng¬ 
ing  place  and  yet  has  made 
such  an  impact  on  die  com¬ 
munity.  I  give  thanks  to  God 
who  Has  made  it  all  possible." 

That  impact  runs  deep  in  an 
area  where  there's  only  one 
paved  road  and  most  people 
live  in  mud  huts. 

Medically,  infant  mortality 
rates  in  northern  Ghana  con¬ 
tinue  to  decline  as  mothers 
receive  prenatal  and  postnatal 
care.  Public  health  education 
prevents  measles  and  meningi¬ 
tis  epidemics.  About  85%  per- 


region,"  said  a  Ghana  govern¬ 
ment  official  who  spoke  at  the 
anniversary  ceremony. 

"(Baptist  Medical  Centre]  is 
regarded  as  a  trailblazer  that 
has  set  the  pace  for  other  health 
riders  i 


care  providers  in  die  region.1 

Public  health  nurse 
Florence  Wuni  has  been  a  staff 
member  for  nearly  35  years, 
but  that's  not  the  only  connec¬ 
tion  she  has  to  the  hospital.  As 
a  child,  she  received  treatment 
for  eye  infections.  As  an  adult, 
she  gave  birth  to  five  children 
at  the  hospital. 

She  also  gave  her  life  to  Jesus 
at  a  church  started  by  hospital 
staff.  "[The  hospital]  is  a  part  of 
all  of  us,"  she  said,  "it  has 
enlightened  people  to  health.  It 
has  brought  the  Word  of  God.  It 


has  changed  so  muen  nere. 

The  staff  works  under  the 
leadership  of  the  hospital’s 
only  two  physicians,  Faile 
and  Earl  Hewitt,  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Jackson,  and  a 
career  medical  missionary 
with  the  International 
Mission  Board.  Together,  they 
see  about  2,000  patients  per 
week  with  ailments  from 
hypertension  to  typhoid. 

Malaria  season  often  fills 
all  123  beds.  IMB  pharmacist 
Jane  Pay  singer  prescribes 
nearly  8u,000  Tylenol  tablets 
each  month. 

Faile  also  performs  around 
1,200  major  surgeries  every 
year.  In  feet,  Faile  had  to  miss 
some  of  the  anniversary  festivi¬ 
ties  to  treat  a  man  attacked  by  a 
hippopotamus. 

Someone  is  always  on  call 
to  treat  such  emergencies. 
"There  has  never  not  been  a 
doctor  on  duty  in  50  years," 
Faile  said. 

A  handful  of  current  and 
former  missionaries  who 
have  helped  keep  that  record 
intact  came  back  to  celebrate 


the  hospital's  anniversary. 


Among  them  was  IMB  worker 
Cherry  Faile,  daughter  of  the 
hospital's  founder  and  sister 
of  George  Faile.  She  spent  16 

Ki  developing  Jesus-cen- 
public  health  programs 
in  Naierigu  before  moving  to 
serve  in  Niger. 

The  missionaries  pray  more 
doctors  will  come  because 


George  Faile  plans  to  retire 
irk  is  ' 


soon.  The  work  is  not  yet  fin¬ 
ished.  That's  evident  when 
patients  arrive  wearing  leather 
fetishes  and  stone  charms  to 
invoke  healthy  spirits. 

As  they  wait  in  line,  they 
hear  of  another  Healer. 
Ghanaian  hospital  chaplains 


and  volunteers  nost  devo- 
tionals  where  some  people 
hear  about  Jesus  for  tne  first 
time.  The  chaplains,  who  are 
from  the  area,  also  visit 
wards  to  pray  with  patients 
and  seek  opportunities  to 
share  the  Gospel. 

"People  don’t  just  come 
here  from  far  away  because 
they  know  they  will  have 
their  needs  met,"  said  John 
Koffi  Boateng,  who  works  in 
indigent  patient  administra¬ 
tion  at  the  hospital.  "They 
come  because  they  know  we 
pray  here.  They  know  we 
have  a  different  kind  of  love. 
It's  the  love  of  Christ  that  has 
changed  our  lives." 


Obi 1 1  \m 


1.  Services  were  held  at  Good  Hope  Church  in  Marion  County 
Dec  23  for  Donald  Riley,  age  70.  Riley  was  a  pastor  in  toe 
Marion  County  area  for  many  years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Alma  Riley  of  Columbia;  a  daughter  Kathy  Smith,  of  Monticello, 
Aik.;  two  sons,  Donald  Riley  Jr.  of  Alabaster;  Ala-and  Jonathon 
Riley  of  Kearney,  Mo.;  three  sisters,  Bernice  Broom,  Lois  Bulkxk, 
and  Margie  McVay,  all  of  Columbia.  Ha  thorn  Funeral  Home, 
Columbia,  was  in  charge  of  die  arrangements. 
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Keport  snows  nomescnoonng  numoers  expiuum^ 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  A  new  academically  than  in  schools.  Also  on  his  drer.  in  the  United  States  probably  is  "VWth  being  ejected  and 

report  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  list  was  foeoption  to  teach  a  particular  much  higher  than  the  [Apartment  of  Hillarys  Chnton  his  new  secretary  of  state. 
Education  finds  that  the  number  of  set  of  values,  beliefs  and  worldview.  Education  study  found,  and  she  said  it  shes  a  fcg  projxment  of  the  U.N. 
homeschooled  children  in  America  has  Kay’s  fact  sheet  addressed  the  academ  has  been  her  experience  that  ‘a  lot  of  Convanhon  of  foe  Wfe  of  the  Ch£d 
risen  steadily  over  the  oast  five  years  ic  performance  of  homeschooled  children  times  honresehootets  just  aren  t  going  to  (UNCRCX  and  that  will  nrt  bode  well  for 


KiS 


homeschooled  children  in  America  has 
risen  steadily  over  the  past  five  years 
and  stood  at  about  1.5  million  in  2007. 

Homeschooling  experts,  though,  place 
the  number  doser  to  two  million  and  say 
the  discrepancy  can  be  attributed  to  home 
schooling  parents  bang  less  inclined  to 
respond  to  government  surveys. 

The  report  from  the  National  Center 
for  Education  Statistics,  a  division  of  the 
federal  government’s  education  depart¬ 
ment,  said  in  December  die  number  pf 
homeschooled  children  was  up  74% 
from  1999  to  2007  and  36%  since  2003. 

Among  the  top  reasons  parents  gave 
for  choosing  homeschooling  over  tradi¬ 
tional  education:  concern  about  the 
school  environment,  to  provide  reli- 
gious  or  moral  instruction,  and  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  five  academic  instruction 
available  at  other  schools. 

"Prom  2003  to  2007,  tire  percentage 
of  students  whose  parents  reported 
homeschooling  to  provide  religious  or 
moral  instruction  increased  from  72% 
to  83%,"  the  report  said. 

Months  earlier  Brian,  Rgy,  president 
of  the  National  Pfofhe  Education 
Research  Institute,  released  a  factsheet 
saying  parent-led,  home-based  educa¬ 
tion  a  decade  ago  appeared  to  be  cutting 
edge  and  alternative  but  now  is  border- 
ingon  mainstream  in  the  Untied  States. 

Ray  said  in  July  there  were  an  esti- 


drer.  in  the  United  States  probably  is 
much  higher  than  the  Department  of 
Education  study  found,  and  she  said  it 


Kay’s  fact  sheet  addressed  the  academ-  has  been  her  experience  that  "a  lot  of 
ic  performance  erf  homeschooled  children  times  horr,eschookre  just  aren’t  going  to 
and  said  they  typically  score  15  to  30  per-  respond  to  government  surveys, 
centile  points  above  public  school  stu-  tn  1984,  Tyler  and  her  husband  Joe 
dents  on  standardized  academic  achieve-  started  homeschooling  heir  children  in 
meat  tests.  Homeschool  students  typical-  South  Carolina,  and  the  state  superin ten- 
ly  sane  above  average  cm  college  admis-  dent  of  education  threatened  her  with 
sions  tests,  he  said,  and  increasingly  they  jail  for  not  sending  her  children  to  a  tra- 
are  being  actively  recruited  by  colleges.  ditional  school.  Through  eight  years  in 
"The  home-educated  are  doing  court,  the  Triers  advanced  toe  cause  of 
well,  typically  above  average,  on  mea-  homeschooling  in  their  state.  In  1990,  the 
sures  of  social,  emotional  and  psycho-  Tylers  founded  the  South  Carolina 
logical  development,"  Ray  said.  Association  of  Independent  Home 
"Research  measures  include  peer  Schools  and  through  the  state  legislature 
interaction,  self-concept,  leadership  won  a  statute  giving  SCAIHS  the  same 
skills,  family  cohesion,  participation  power  to  approve  homeschooling  pro¬ 
in  community  service,  and  self-  grains  as  local  school  boards, 
esteem,"  Tyler  said  she  wasn't  sure  whetltei 

Zan  Tyler,  an  acquisitions  editor  ami  the  dramatic  increase  in  tire  number  of 
speaker  for  Apologia  Educational  homeschooled  children  would  tempt 
Ministries,  a  homeschool  curriculum  the  federal  or  local  government  to  inter- 
and  publishing  company,  told  Baptist  vene  in  the  future. 

Press  an  increase  in  homeschooling  Will  "I  don't  know  how  much  the 
have  a  "positive  benefit  on  society.  increased  numbers  have  to  do  with  it  as 

"They’re  not  burned  out  from  educa-  much  as  the  fact  that  government 
tion.  [Homeschool  students!  have  a  real  always  seeks  to  control  or  intervene," 
love  for  teaming  by  and  large,  and  they  she  said.  "We  saw  that  in  die  California 
have  an  independence  in  their  team-  decision  where  an  appellate  court  there 
ing,"  said  Tyler,  a  former  homeschool  sought  to  make  homeschooling  illegal." 
resource  and  media  consultant  for  BAH  After  she  left  BAH  and  before  she 
Publishing.  "They  sort  of  own  their  own  accepted  her  current  position  at 
education.  I  think  that’s  important.  Apologia,  Tyler  served  as  the  national 

"More  than  that,  as  Christians,  grassroots  director  for  the  Parental 
another  interesting  study  Brian  Ray  Rights  Amendment,  a  campaign  seek- 
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(UNCRC),  and  that  will  not  bode  well  for 
homeschoolers,"  Tyler  told  BP.  "When  an 
international  treaty  is  ratified,  it  super¬ 
sedes  all  domestic  law  except  for  foe 
Constitution.  That’s  why  we've  been seek¬ 
ing  a  constitutional  amendment  that 


court,  foe  Triers  advanced  foe  cause  of  choice  -  how  parents  educate  their  chil- 
homeschoofing  in  their  state.  In  1990,  foe  dren."  . 


two  million  to  23  million  children  did  was  I  think  it  was  94%  of  home- 


in  grades  K-12  who  were  home  educated 
during  2007-08.  He  also  said  foe  method 
was  growing  quickly  in  popularity 
among  minorities  with  about  15%  erf 
homeschool  families  being  non- Anglo 

In  addition,  Ray,  author  of 
Worldwide  Guide  to  Homeschooling 
from  BAH  Publishing,  noted  that  home- 
schooling  relieves  American  taxpayers 
of  more  than  $16  billion  that  would 
have  to  be  spent  if  homeschooled  chil¬ 
dren  attended  public  schools. 

Most  parents  decide  to  homeschool 
for  more  than  one  reason,  he  said,  and 
foe  top  reasons  indude  customizing  foe 
curriculum  and  learning  environment 
for  each  child  and  accomplishing  more 


schoolers  said  they  agreed  that  the  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs  of  their  parents  are  also 
their  own  religious  beliefs,"  she  said. 
"And  this  is  at  a  time  when  we  statisti¬ 
cally  see  foe  18-29-year-olds  leaving 
the  church  in  record  numbers... 

"I  would  say  tire  greatest  benefit  of 
homeschooling  is  just  that  these  kids  are 
being  raised  tn  Christian  homes  and 
there's  just  something  in  the  disdpte- 
ship  model  there  that  obviously  is  a 
blessing  of  tire  Lord,"  Tyler  added. 
"These  Kids  are  maintaining  their  faith 
as  they  get  older  in  record  numbers 
compared  to  other  kids." 

Tyler  agreed  with  Ray's  assessment 
that  the  number  of  homeschooled  chil- 


powei  to  approve  homeschooling  pro¬ 
grams  as  local  school  boards. 

Tyler  said  she  wasn’t  sure  whetiter 
the  dramatic  increase  in  the  number  of 
homeschooled  children  would  tempt 
foe  federal  or  focal  government  to  inter¬ 
vene  in  the  future. 

"I  don't  know  how  much  the 
increased  numbers  have  to  do  with  it  as 
much  as  foe  fact  that  government 
always  seeks  to  control  or  intervene," 
she  said.  "Wfe  saw  that  in  tire  California 
decision  where  an  appellate  court  there 
sought  to  make  homeschooling  illegal." 

After  she  left  BAH  and  before  die 
accepted  her  current  .  position  at 
Apologia,  Tyler  served  as  tire  national 
grassroots  director  for  tire  Parental 
Rights  Amendment,  a  CuTtipdi^n  seek* 
ing  an  amendment  to  foe  U.S. 
Constitution  protecting  tire  rights  of 
parents  to  raise  their  children. 

J  u*  - 


choice  -  how  parents  educate  their  chil¬ 
dren." 

According  to  parentalrights.org, 
"Under  foe  UNCRC,  instead  of  follow¬ 
ing  due  process,  government  agencies 
would  nave  tire  power  to  override 
your  parental  choices  at  their  whim 
because  they  determine  what  is  in  'foe 
best  interest  of  the  child.'  In  essence, 
foe  UNCRC  applies  the  legal  status  of 
abusive  parents  to  all  parents.  This 
means  that  the  burden  of  proof  falls  on 
the  parent  to  prove  to  the  state  that 
they  are  good  parents  -  when  it  should 
fall  upon  foe  state  to  prove  that  their 
investigation  is  not  without  cause."  , 


S  As  for  tire  future  of  homeschooling, 
m.  :  said  she  believes  it  will  continue  to 
|  in  appealing  option  lor  parents  who 
want  to  raise  their  children  "in  tire 
admonition  and  tire  tear  of  the  Lord" 
a  »d  according  to  their  teaming  styles. 

"With  tire  economy,  it  will  be  interest 
ing  to  see  what  happens  because  more 
mothers  are  going  back  to  work.  But 
also  as  more  people  work  at  home,  then 
they’re  able  to  blend  home  edu< 
with  working  at  home  and  all  of  life 
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January  Bible  Study  features  Joe  McKeever  cartoon  aids 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  focal  missions  director  for  New  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
reports)  -  Each  yea z.  Baptist  Orleans  Association  in  Louisiana,  (SBC)  annual  January  Bible 
Press  cartoonist  and  former  creates  a  aeries  of  cartoons  deal-  Study.  This  month,  churches 


Press  cartoonist  and  former  creates  a  secies  of  cartoons  deal-  Study.  This  month,  churches 
Masudppi  pastor  Joe  McKeeves  ing  with  tire  theme  for  tire  around  tire  SBC  will  be  studying 
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the  book  of  Exodus  The  car-  downloadable  Churches  and 
toons,  posted  at  study  groups  are  welcome  to  use 

http://www.bpnews.net/BPne  them  along  with  their  other 
ws.«tsp?il  >  29633,  are  free  and  study  materials. 
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NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  An  Israeli 
air  strike  at  Hamas  targets  in  the  Gaza 
Strip  seriously  damaged  Gaza  Baptist 
Church  on  New  Year’s  Day. 

The  Israeli  offensive,  launched  Dec. 
27  after  a  week  in  which  more  than  200 
rockets  struck  southern  Israel  from  the 
Gaza  Strip,  illustrates  die  failure  of  the 
"lane  for  peace"  strategy  in  the  Middle 
East,  say  two  Israeli  commentators. 

A  leading  Southern  Baptist  observer 
called  the  situation  a  "human  tragedy" 
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Janet  also  has  attacked  tunnels  in 
southern  Gaza  used  to  smuggle  weapons. 

While  Gaza  health  officials  said  the 
death  toll  of  537  included  at  least  200 
civilians,  Israeli  officials  have  coun¬ 
tered  that  civilian  deaths  are  inevitable 
when  Hamas  military  sites  and  opera¬ 
tions  are  based  in  urban  areas. 

"If  Hamas  chose  cynically  to  use 
those  civilians  as  human  shields,  then 
Hamas  should  be  accountable,"  Israeli 
military  spokeswoman  Avital 
Letbovtch  tola  the  Associated  Press. 
"Civilians  will  probably  continue  to  get 
killed,  unfortunately,  because  Hamas 
put  them  in  die  first  lines  erf  fire." 

Middle  East  commentator  Daniel 
Pipes  said  the  "land  for  peace"  concept 
that  has  driven  Middle  East  peace  pro¬ 
posals  since  1993  is  in  jeopardy. 

A  Dec.  31  column  at  danielpipes.org 
quoted  former  Israeli  general  Yaakov 
Amidror  as  saying,  "The  historical  N9- 
'  son...  proves  that  with  every  concession, 
every  territory  we  leave  is  used  for 
attacks  against  us." 

Hamas  rockets  can  now  reach  as  many 
as  one  million  Israelis  and  Israeli  intelli¬ 
gence  now  believes  Lebanon’s  Hezbollah 
militias  have  rockets  drat  can  strike  Tel 
Aviv,  Israel’s  largest  dty.  Pipes  said. 

The  Hamas  fighters  in  Gaza,  like  the 
Hezbollah  militias  in  Lebanon,  are  prox¬ 
ies  of  Iran’s  government  which  has 
declared  its  intention  of  destroying  the 
state  of  Israel  said  author  David  Dolan 

"Iran's  supreme  leader.  Ayatollah 
Khamenei,  called  upjm  Muslims 
everywhere  to  rise  up  and  defend  the 
Arab  residents  of  Gaza  'in  any  way 
possible,’"  Dolan  wrote  in  a  Dec.  29 
column  at  dddlan.com.  "Iranian  vol¬ 
unteers  are  already  being  recruited  to 
join  the  battle  on  the  ground.  This 
comes  a6  several  Islamic  clerics 
around  the  world  declared  the  situa¬ 
tion  a  ’jihad'  that  obligates  all  Muslims 
to  come  to  the  aid  of  Mamas." 


The  outside  wall  of  Gaza  Baptist  Church,  shown  here  in  2002,  was  intact  and  marred  only  by  graf- 
to  news  reports,  the  church  has  sustained  major  damage  from  an  Israeli  air  strike  on  a  nearby 
ition  on  New  Year’s  Eve.  (BP  file  photo  by  Roy  Burrows) 


Dolan  noted  Aral  while  Israel  tries  to 
avoid  civilian  casualties,  Hamas  deliber¬ 
ately  targets  civilians  with  its  rocket 
attacks.  Dolan  quoted  Israeli  Defense 
Minister  Ehud  Barak  telling  an  emer¬ 
gency  session  of  the  Israeli  parliament 
that  Israel  was  engaged  in  "all  out  war" 
with  Hamas  and  its  radical  Islamic  allies. 

"I  want  to  remind  the  world  that 
Israel  withdrew  from  the  Gaza  Strip 
more  than  three  years  ago,"  Barak  told 
the  lawmakers  "We  gave  a  chance  for  a 
new  reality  and  all  we've  seen  in  return 
is  die  Hamas  government  firing  rockets 
and  missiles  on  our  citizens  and  carry¬ 
ing  out  attacks  against  Israel." 

"The  situation  in  Gaza  is  a  human 
tragedy."  said  Richard  Land,  president 
of  the  Ethics  *  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Nashville.  "Hamas 
could  have  used  the  opportunitypro- 
vided  by  Israel's  withdrawal  in  2005  to 
begin  to  construct  a  real  Palestinian 


state  by  providing  basic  services  to  its 
people  and  building  desperately  need¬ 
ed  roads  and  infrastructure.  Instead, 
Hamas,  a  terrorist  organization  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  annihilation  of  the  Israeli 
state,  chose  to  squander  that  historic 
opportunity  by  committing  die  meager 
resources  of  Hie  Palestinian  people  to 
tinning  the  Gaza  strip  into  a  terrorist 
base  and  a  launching  pad  for  thousands 
of  rockets  aimed  deliberately  at  the 
civilian  population  of  southern  Israel. 

instead  of  attempting  to  protect  and 
serve  their  civilian  population,  Hamas 
deliberately  uses  Palestinian  civilians  as 
shields  in  an  attempt  to  deter  Israeli  mil¬ 
itary  action  against  rocket  factories  and 
launching  sites.  One  has  to  ask,  what 
other  country  in  the  world  would  have 
waited  as  long  as  Israel  has  to  respond 
in  force  to  such  murderous  acts  against 
its  civilian  population? 

"It  may  be  that  it  is  even  more 
important  for  die  Palestinians'  future 


than  the  Israelis’  that  Israel  defeat 
Hamas,  thus  providing  a  more  iooe- 
fuL  peaceful  and  positive  future  tor 
both  Palestinians  and  Israelis.  We 
should  all  pray  that  the  'peace  of 
Jerusalem’  should  come  sooner,  rather 
than  later  to  die  Holy  Land." 

President-elect  Barack  H.  Obama 
has  yet  to  comment  on  the  crisis, 
sticking  to  his  previous  statements 
that  America  has  only  one  president 
at  a  time.  An  Obama  aide  tola  Reuters 
Jan.  4,  "During  this  transition  period, 
we  are  not  engaging  in  any  action  that 
could  send  confusing  signals  to  the 
world  about  who  speaks  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States." 

During  the  Democratic  primary 
and  the  general  election  campaign, 
Obama  and  former  Democrat  presi¬ 
dential  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton  — 
now  Obama's  secretary  of  state-desig¬ 
nate  —  made  multiple  comments  that 
were  viewed  mostly  as  pro-Israel. 


Gaza  pastor:  no  injuries  to  Christians  thus  far 

.  ..  _ _  _  _  . —  ...  m  •  -  e  ...  • _ _ _  t -  Uncm 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP  and  local  Israel  sent  military  forces  into  Gaza 
reports)  —  No  Christians  in  Gaza  have  after  more  than  ZOO0  rockets  slammed 
been  injured  despite  living  in  hard-hit  into  Israeli  territory  from  Gaza  over  the 
areas,  a  Baptist  pastor  there  reported  to  past  several  years.  Israel  had  previous- 
Baptist  Press  late  in  the  afternoon  Jan.  6.  ty  removed  settlements  from  Gaza  and 
News  staff  at  Christianity  Today,  turned  the  area  over  to  the  Palestinians 
meanwhile,  were  reporting  three  under  a  "land  for  peace"  agreement 
Christians  have  died  since  the  hostili-  Lack  of  food,  water,  and  electricity 
ties  began  in  Gaza  Dec.  27  but  Baptist  is  a  current  major  concern  for  file  pop- 
press  has  not  yet  independently  con-  illation,  the  Baptist  pastor  said.  The 
firmed  the  circumstances  of  those  pastor  (name  withheld  for  security 


deaths. 

One  death  was  attributed  to  a  heart 
.mack  but  no  supporting  information 
was  provided  about  the  deaths  of  the 
other  two  individuals  named 


Israel  sent  military  forces  into  Gaza  from  Egyptian  President  Hosni 
after  more  than  2,000  rockets  slammed  Mubarak  and  French  President  Nicolas 
into  Israeli  territory  from  Gaza  over  die  Sarkozy  calling  for  a  Gaza  cease-fire  to 
past  several  years.  Israel  had  previous-  allow  aid  to  reach  Palestinian  civilians, 
ty  removed  settlements  from  Gaza  and  the  Associated  Press  reported.  The 
turned  the  area  over  to  the  Palestinians  temporary  cease-fire  took  place  m  the 
under  a  "land  for  peace"  agreement.  "whole  at  the  Gaza  Strip  Jim.  7,  Israel 
Lack  of  food,  water,  and  electricity  Defense  Ministry  spokesman  Peter 
is  a  current  major  concern  for  the  pop-  Lemer  told  CNN. 
ulation.  the  Baptist  pastor  said.  The  The  truce  is  scheduled  to  take 
pastor  (name  withheld  for  security  place  every  other  day  for  a  three- 
reasons)  asked  that  Southern  Baptists  hour  time  span  until  a  permanent 
pray  for  a  quick  and  peaceful  resolu-  resolution  is  formed, 
tam  of  the  strife  between  Israel  and  Israel  said  it  will  continue  dtseus- 
the  Palestinian  Hamas  faction.  Israel  sioos  with  Egypt  and  France  about 
tentatively  welcomed  a  proposal  Jan.  7  howMeachjevj^newteTide^easMhe. 
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If  we  don't  tell  the  story  of  the  I  2*900  ,  ™  *1 

Cooperative  Program,  who  will? 

Together  with  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  SBC  and  ■ 

the  Stewardship  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  y«aaggL 
Convention*  Board,  we've  launched  a  new  offering  «—>-  *— 

envelope  series  entitled  Every  Humber  Has  a  Story™,  f  *  tn 

Every  week  the  people  in  your  pews  will  learn  how  ^ — 
the  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  supports  ond  provides  HHHT1  ™ 
Southern  Baptists  with  Kingdom  building  ministry  XT*  .....  £=z  S 

opportunities.  Please  consider  helping  us  recast  the  EOT.—.-  £= 

vision  ond  purpose  of  CP  by  choosing  this  exclusive  - - 1 

offering  envelope  series  for  your  church.  ,  ■  ,  . J 

IJQ0J74J31f  •  eevilepeswvkMMfewey^  *  wwwiJMhyrtiriiw 

1.800. 748. 1651  x347  -  Stewardship  Department  -  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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Bible  Studies  for  L 

Show  Fresh  Respect 


Bv  Bill  Patterson 

A  recent  news  release  told 
of  an  appalling  number  of 
homicides  in  major  cities  in 
America  last  year.  Why  are  we 
not  surprised?  Nearly  two 
generations  have  now  been 
raised  since  Roe  v.  Wade  made 
abortion  legal.  If  it  is  okay  to 
stop  tire  life  of  the  unborn,  it  is 
not  much  of  a  leap  in  dunking 
to  aflow  for  taking  the  life  of 
the  already  bom. 

But  it  is  not  okay  in  God's 
eyes  to  take  a  life— bom  or 
unborn.  God  would  have  us 
respect  one  another,  to  do  those 
things  that  raise  compassion  for 
one  another,  to  treat  one  anoth¬ 
er  in  life-affirming  ways,  and  to 
work  for  laws  mat  value  life. 
The  story  of  Cain  and  Abel 
reminds  us  that  all  human  life 
matters  to  God. 


Genesis  4:1-16,  23-26  1  m  v-’la  resiameni 

'  {ygfnprjH  and  the  sacrifice  of  the 

Recognize  Life  is  a  9H9ELJBH  Lamb  of  God  (Jesus)  in 
Gift  (Gen.  4:1-2)  New-  Was  il  ttMB 

i  release  told  Although  God  forced  Patterson  Abel's  offering  of  the 
;  number  of  a  "relocation"  for  Adam  and  "first  fruits"  indicated  a  true 
ajor  cities  in  Eve  from  die  Garden  of  Eden  sacrifice  on  his  part  while 
.  Why  are  we  due  to  their  sin,  yet  He  did  not  Cain's  offering  was  from  his 
Nearly  two  abandon  than.  He  gave  them  a  left-overs  and  not  worthy  of  the 
e  now  been  baby  boy.  Eve  declared  the  Lord?  We  do  not  know, 
p.  Wade  made  birth  was  not  merely  the  result  We  do  know  God's  con- 
f  it  is  okay  to  of  a  biological  function,  but  frontarion  indicated  -Cain's 
e  unborn,  it  is  came  "by  tfw  help  of  the  Lord"  anger  was  out  of  control, 
ip  in  thinking  (Gen.  4:1).  Soon  a  second  baby  Rage,  wrath,  and  uncon- 
ng  fire  life  of  boy  came  along  and  sibling  trolled  anger  are  serious 
rivalry  entered  the  world!  problems.  U  unchecked  they 

ikay  in  God's  Eve's  statement  "I  have  had  lead  to  spouse  abuse,  child 
life — bom  or  a  nude  child  fry  the  help  of  the  abuse,  the  breakup  of  homes, 
ouid  have  us  Lord,"  reminds  us  of  the  sacred-  and  to  children  who  grow  up 
or,  to  do  those  ness  of  life.  Like  Eve,  almost  hurt.  Since  hurt  people  hurt 
ompassion  few  every  new  parent  will  testify  people,  rage  has  a  way  of  cre- 
eat  one  anoth-  that  their  baby  is  a  "miracle. '  a  ting  problems  that  last  for 
;  ways,  and  to  There  is  no  getting  around  it—  generations.  It  all  stems  from 
lat  value  life,  fife  is  from  God.  selfish  hearts  that  are  unwill- 

lin  and  Abel  Beware  of  Setf-Centeredness  ing  to  follow  God's  advice. 

*11  human  life  "  (Gen.  434)  God  told  Cain  his  sacrifice 

The  Bible  does  not  tell  ;is  would  be  accepted  if  he  did 


why  Aoel's  offering  well.  On  the  other  hand,  God 
was  accepted  but  not  gr-ve  Cain  a  descriptive  word- 
Cain's.  ft  could  have  picture  of  sin  crouching  at  the 
been  because  Abel's  door  if  he  did  wrong, 
sacrifice  of  a  living  ani-  Accept  Accountability  for  One 
mai  foreshadowed  die  Another  (Gen.  4&<-12) 

blood  sacrifices  for  sin  God  asked  Adam,  "Where 
in  the  Old  Testament  are  you?"  (Gen.  3:9)  when  he 
and  the  sacrifice  of  the  and  Eve  sinned  and  hid  from 


blood  sacrifices  few  sin 


God.  After  Cain  killed  his 
brother,  God  asked  him, 
"Where  is  your  brother?"  The 
first  question  gets  to  the  heart 
o»  our  relationship  with  God 
and  the  second  to  our  rela¬ 
tionship  with  others.  God 
later  gave  Moses  Ten 
Commandments  that  dealt 
with  our  relationship  with 
God  (first  four)  and  our  rela¬ 
tionship  with  others  (last  six.) 

Abel’s  blood  called  from  the 
ground  with  a  voice  audible  to 
God.  Can  you  hear  die  voices 
erf  millions  erf  unborn  children 
whose  lives  have  been  taken? 
Or  the  voices  erf  the  devalued  in 
our  land?  God's  words  to  Cain 
indicate  we  have  accountability 
fewothers. 

Some  of  the  ways  we  can 
demonstrate  our  responsibility 
to  others  is  to  repent  erf  preju¬ 
dice,  to  pray  few  and  assist  those 


in  danger  of  abuse,  and  work 
with  other  Christian  groups  for 
the  elimination  of  abortion. 

Turn  to  the  Lord  (Gen.  4:13- 
16,25-26) 

Cain  never  asked  God  for 
forgiveness.  He  had  no  sense  of 
remorse  His  concern  was  for 
his  own  safety. 

God's  sentence  on  Cain,  to 
live  a  life  of  a  wanderer  away 
from  other  people,  was  a  fit¬ 
ting  punishment  for  one  who 
had  no  re  sped  for  human  life. 
Even  with  the  judgment, 
however,  God  was  merciful  to 
Cain  by  limiting  his  punish¬ 
ment  and  offering  him  protec¬ 
tion  from  others. 

Have  you  devalued  or  dis¬ 
respected  others?  Each  of  us 
has  at  one  point  or  another. 
Why  not  ask  the  Lord  to  show 
you  a  specific  time  you  have 
wronged  another  and  then 
ask  His  forgiveness?  The 
story  of  Cain  and  Abel  shows 
that  turning  to  the  Lord  also 
involves  living  in  ways  that 
resped  and  elevate  the  lives 
of  others. 

Patterson  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Richland. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Whose  Life  is  Important? 

20:13;  2X;22-25;22i21  -24; 

DeuL  24:17-2%  Matt  5:21-26;  Luke  20647 

roeGRpam  women,  the  care  of  wid- 


.  This  Sunday  is  the  annual 
Sanctity  of  Human  Life  empha¬ 
sis.  All  human  life  is  created  by 
God  and  therefore  has  worth 
and  duality. 

bi  1973  the  U  5.  Supretne 
Court  made  abortion  legal  For 
those  of  us  who  believe  dial  life 
begins  at  conception,  abortion  is 
morally  wrong,  despite  the  fed 
_  that  it  L  legal 

Psalm  f&13, 14  (HCSB)  says 
it  beautifully  "For  it  was  You 
who  created  my  inward  parts. 
You  knit  me  together  in  my 
mother's  womb.  I  will  praise 
You,  because  I  have  been  remark¬ 
ably  and  wonderfully  made. 
Your  works  are  wonderful,  and  I 
know  this  very  well." 

There  are  other  aspects  of  the 


Protect  All  H<unan  Life  !  Rogers  with  his  brother  with- 
as  Valuable  out  cause  shall  be  in 

"Do  not  murder'"  is  how  the  danger  of  the  judgment:  and 
sixth  commandment  is  expressed  whosoever  shall  say  to  his  broth- 
in  the  Holman  Christian  ex,  Raca,  shall  be  in  danger  of  the 
Standard  Bible  and  the  New  Council."  According  to  The 
International  Version.  Most  Teacher's  Bible  Commentary  by 
would  agree  that  this  is  a  more  H.  Franklin  Paschall  and 
accurate  translation  than  "Thou  Herschel  H.  Hobbs,  "Raca"  is  die 
shalt  not  kill."  We  "kill"  animals  sound  made  when  clearing  die 
for  food  and  there  is  no  biblical  throat  to  spit  on  someone! 
prohibition.  To  die  contrary.  Protect  Pregnant  Women  and 
Peter  was  told  to  "kill  and  eat!"  Unborn  Children 

(Acts  10:12, 13,  HCSB).  Protection  erf  pregnant  women 

hi  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  is  advocated  in  Exodus  2122-25. 
Jesus  gave  a  broader  meaning  to  It  is  not  die  prerogative  of  indi- 
"Do  not  murder."  He  said  that  viduals  to  return  eye  for  eye" 
whoever  had  angry  words  for  his  and  "tooth  for  tooth,"  but  is 


|  . 

■h 
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thoughts  and  motives 
leading  to  murder  are 
wrong.  Our  courts 
today  recognize  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  pre¬ 
meditated  murder  and 
mi  accidental  death. 

In  the  KJV,  Matt. 
5:22a  reads  "That 
whosoever  is  angry 
gets  with  his  brother  with¬ 
out  cause  shall  be  in 
danger  of  the  judgment:  and 
whosoever  shall  say  to  his  broth¬ 
er;  Raca,  shall  be  in  danger  of  the 
Council."  According  to  The 
Teacher's  Bible  Commentary  by 
H.  Franklin  Paschall  and 
Herschel  H.  Hobbs,  “Raca"  is  the 
sound  made  when  clearing  the 
throat  to  spit  on  someone! 

Protect  Pregnant  Women  and 
Unborn  Children 
Protection  of  pregnant  women 


brother  is  subject  to  judgment 
We  are  not  to  insult  or  belittle  oth¬ 
ers.  Malice,  hatred,  and  ill  will 
toward  our  brother  make  our 


Sanctity  of  Human  Life  matter,  ers.  Malice,  natreo,  ana  ui  wui 
Mercy  killing,  the  use  of  aborted  toward  our  brother  make  our 
babies'  body  parts  for  research,  worship  unacceptable 
the  protection  of  pregnant  Jesus  said  chat  the  hostile 


remember  counseling  a  high 
school  girl.  When  I  read 
Scriptures  to  her  about  moral 
purity,  she  said  no  one  had  ever 
told  her  about  that.  She  did 
attend  church  regularly.  Parents 
and  churches  both  have  a 
responsibility  to  teach  our 


judgment,  meant  to  grade  the  judicial  to 
behttleoth-  give  appropriate  punishment, 
and  ill  will  Several  years  ago  I  volun¬ 
teered  for  a  year  at  a  Crisis 
Pregnancy  Center.  I'll  never  for¬ 
get  my  experiences  there.  I 


young  people  standards  of 
behavior  and  the  sacredness  of 
marriage  and  human  life. 

In  front  erf  our  state  Baptist 
Building  is  a  memorial  to  the 
unborn  victims  of  abortion. 
Each  penny  in  a  huge  container 
represents  a  baby  lost.  The  goal 
of  50  million  pennies  has  been 
reached,  although  pennies  will 

will  go  to  a  Foundation  and  wiu 
assist  Crisis  Pregnancy  Centers. 

I  have  noticed  in  recent  mur¬ 
ders  of  pregnant  women  that 
double  marges  of  murder  have 
been  made  against  suspects.  If 
unborn  children  can  be  mur¬ 
dered,  doesn't  that  affirm  that 
the  unborn  child  is  a'  human 
being  and  not  just  a  fetus  or 
mass  of  tissue? 

Protect  Other 
Vulnerable  People 
Foreign  residents,  widows 
and  orphans  are  not  to  be  mis¬ 


treated.  The  disabled  and  elderly 
may  also  be  vulnerable. 

m  James  1:27  (HCSB),  it  is 
stated  that  "True  and  undefiled 
religion  before  our  God  and 
Father  is  this:  to  look  after 
orphans  and  widows  in  their 
distress  and  to  keep  oneself 
unstained  by  the  world." 

There  are  many  good  orga¬ 
nizations  to  help  the  poor  and 
disadvantaged.  It  is  our  duty 
and  privilege  to  help  these 
organizations  when  we  can. 
Our  own  International  Mission 
Board  channels  funds  for 
World  Hunger  and  Relief  in  an 
efficient  way. 

Ruth  and  Naomi  both  wid-r 
ows,  received  kind  treatment 
from  Boaz.  Boaz  was  blessed  for 
his  kindness. 

Jesus  told  the  disciples  to 
"beware  of  the  Scribes"  who 
loved  to  be  honored,  but 
devoured  widows'  houses 
(Luke  20:45-47).  They  "talked 
the  talk"  but  didn't  ''walk  the 
walk."  May  we  protect  and 
care  for  human  life  however 
we  can. 

Rogers  is  a  member  of  Main 
Street  Church,  Hattiesburg. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

Mews  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
wi#  be  accepted  over  toe  telephone 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
maff  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible 


Please  make  articles  concise  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 

the  story,  along  with  a  contact  persons 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  dgttai  printout  are 
not  reproducWe.  Digital  photos  may  be  usud  • 


submitted  as  a  JPEG  He  via  either  (a)  e-mail 
(b)  three-and-a-half  inch  floppy  dtak,  or  (c)  CD. 
Photos  must  be  cieer,  sharp,  and  weighted. 
Cel  phone  photographs  and  otoer  low  resolu¬ 
tion  items  are  generally  not  publishable 
Photographs  cm  not  be  relumed.  Pteeee 
do  not  attach  photoe  wtth  tape  or  steptee. 


AN  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and 
alt  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-.  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
wM  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outside 
organizations  wM  not  be  published  Deadline 
tor  submitting  /rews  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  dale. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS 
39205-0530  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
bapti8trecordOmbcto.org. 
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Churches  that  had  used  such 
materials  were  divided,  in 
descending  order  14%,  Crown 
Financial  Ministries;  13%,  Dave 
_  ■  _  _  Ramsey;  nine  percent,  Larry 

faithful  or  sacrificial  givers  share  Burkett; 
testimonies;  24%  Had  offered  Empowering 

lessons;  20%  had 

spiritual  well-being  about  the  used  a  bulletin  insert;  and  18% 
financial  side  of  their  lives.  had  conducted  a  Stewardship 

Church  members  appear  to  be  Sunday  emphasis 
open  to  teaching  or  preaching  on  Six  percent  of  churches  had 
the  subject  of  stewardship.  A  full  offered  a  small  group  study  on 
67%  of  the  pastors  describe  their  financial  stewardship,  money 
congregation  as  open  on  the  sub-  management,  or  debt  reduction, 
ject  and  another  22%  did  not  see  Only  15%  of  the  pastors  said  thei 
church  members  as  dosed  to  the  i 

matter.  Only  eight  percent  any~ type  of  stewardship  empha 
thought  their  members  were  sis  in  the  preceding  12  months, 
dosed  to  learning  more  about  The  study  cortduded  that  4< 
principles  of  biblkSl  stewardship  percent  of  the  congregation 
and  three  percent  “don't  know/'  had  used  resources  offered  bt 
Besides  preaching  on  the  sub-  lea  ling  stewardship  resource 
ject,  congregations  had  used  providers  in  the  previous  yeai 


al  stew- 
rather  a 


six  percent,  census  of  all  Southern  Baptist 
_  Kingdom  Growth;  congregations.  Two  invita- 
five  percent.  Stewardship  tions  were  mailed  to  senior 
Development  Association;  three  pastors  in  -November  and 
percent.  Rot  Blue;  two  percent,  December  2007  to  request 
It's  A  New  Day.  their  participation  in  an  online 

According  to  Rodgers,  one  survey.  A  total  of  3,500  senior 
of  the  greatest  needs  of  the  pastors  completed  the  survey, 
church  is  for  pastors  to  have  a  Their  responses  were  weight- 

Kater  awareness  of  the  debt  ed  to  minimize  response  error 
d  many  of  their  church  based  on  church  size, 
congregations  had  not  conducted  members  carry  and  to  provide  Because  the  sample  of  pas- 
*  -  *  *  *  *  -  *  *  **  iem.  tors  was  a  census,  there  is  no 

s  people  sampling  error  in  selecting  the 
actice  bibii-  invitation  list.  Questions  asked 
«>ney  man-  on  a  five-point  scale  are  report- 
deduction,  it  ed  based  on  the  top  box  (four 
their  joy  in  and  five)  or  the  bottom  box 
Rodgers  (one  and  two)  response. 


Evangelical  radio  network  puts  Obama  ad  money  to  good  use 

ticulariy 


l  (BP)  t  "We  tried  to  find  a  way  to  "I  found  [Obama's  ad]  par-  that  we 

lott  Radio,  take  lemons  and  make  lemon-  ticulariy  disingenuous,  know- 

a!  chain  of  ade,"  Rich  Bott,  executive  vice  ing  that  he  had  pledged  to 

tabes,  was  president  of  the  network,  told  Planned  Parenthood  to  support 

cal  adver  Baptist  Press.  fire  Freedom  erf  Choice  Act" 

jy  Barack  The  network's  listeners,  Bott  said,  referencing  a  bill  that 
campaign,  many  if  no*  most  of  whom  are  would  overturn  prolife  laws  life  crisis  p 

t,  though,  social  conservatives,  likely  nationwide  and  guarantee  that  It's  not 

>cket  the  were  surprised  in  October  abortion  remams  legal. 

ks  follow-  when  Bott  Radio  Network  "You  can't  share  our  values 

ion  Bott  began  airing  ads  asserting  and  be  in  favor  of  killing 

ibuted  all  that  Obama  shared  the  values  innocent  unborn  children  We 

he  Obama  of  the  listeners.  felt  we  hid  in  obligation  to  work  Whidiri 

out  $4,000  After  all,  some  of  the  hef-  clarify  our  position  fo  our  lis-  did  this  year-  J  is  | 

centers  in  work's  programs,  such  as  teners.  We  aired  editorials  at  torials  *xplainmg  the  situation 

I.  the  two  Focus  on  the  Family,  Richard  the  same  time  his  advertise-  and  donating  the  revenue  to 

s  which  Land  Live,  and  Jav  Sekulow  ment  was  running  explaining  pro-life  organizations. 

targeted  Live  take  positions  that  to  our  listeners  that  we  were  tiMMi  '  ■ 

rrts  Obama  opposes,  required  to  air  those  ads  and  public  financing  for  the  gen- 


tion  on  life  and  gay  mar-  ous  campaign  fundraising 
riage...  And,  we  pledged  to  records  by  raising  more  than 
our  listeners  that  we  would  $700  million  in  the  primary 
donate  the  revenue  from  arid  general  election  seasons, 
those  announcements  to  pro-  In  the  final  months,  his  cam- 

ut - :_i„  — — - —  centers."  paign  had  so  much  money 

time  Bott  that  it  was  even  purchasing 
Radio  Network  has  faced  a  ads  for  online  sports  video 
similar  dilemma  In  1996,  games,  such  as  Xbox  360's 
President  Clinton,  running  for  Madden  NFL  09,  encouraging 
WIT  “  1  "H  earners  to  goyote  early. 

$S  «  O  SmjW  hi  fnuHprffnd  it 

tromc  tbit,  Iri  i  roundabout 
,way,  Obama’s  campaign 
helped  fund  crisis  pregnancy 

Cr-(liv  uij^aiiuauute.  CCntOCS. 

Obama,  who  opted  out  of  "We  spread  his  wealth 

around,"  Bott  said. 


Obama's  campaign 
with  the  advertiserne 
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